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Albania Story 2019.10.24
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Peshkopi (a hillside city in Dibra province at the altitude of 700 m)

The land of Albania consists of 70% mountains with more than 20 peaks over 6000
feet. The panorama of tall mountains often reminds us of what Caleb once told Joshua
during the occupation war in Canaan. "Give me this hill country that the LORD promised me
that day! (Joshua 14:12)"

The hill country which Caleb desired was occupied by the tall and strong Anakites.
They were protected by well-built fortresses. The mission given to Caleb was to drive the
locals out. On the contrary, our mission is to serve and save the Albanians by sharing the
life-giving message of Jesus Christ. It has been almost 30 years since the Communism failed
and the Gospel flooded in, but we still see the strongholds which reject the saving
knowledge of Christ. As we recognize spiritual reality of this land, we pray, “LORD, give us

this hill country!”

In September, we twice visited Dibra province located in the northeast of Tirana, the
capital city. There has been a high level of migration due to a bad economy. Its cities
suffer from multiple social issues. Now, among about 60,000 population, there are only two
churches. It is the least evangelized area with the least number of active churches. Since we
learned of Dibra through a research years ago, we have been consistently praying for this

part of Albania. "LORD, give us this hill country!”

The most important part of a cross-cultural ministry is Gospel-sharing. It is easy to
neglect it as we get busy with various ministry responsibilities. Acknowledging the danger,
we strive to make multiple contacts with the locals. Thankfully, we have noticed an
advancement in the sharing process and the message seems to penetrate their religious and
cultural shields (which rejects the message.) Thank you for praying for Albania. Please

continue praying for the break-through of the Gospel message. "LORD, give us a soul!”

Grateful for your prayer support,
Andy and Christy Park



